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Book Reviews 119 

Life of Robert E. Lee for Boys and Girls. By J. G. de Roulhac 
Hamilton and Mary Thompson Hamilton. New York and Boston : 
Houghton Mifflin Company. $1.25 net. 

"This book is written with the hope that through it the life 
and character of Lee may become more real to the generations 
of young Americans now growing up. His was a life worthy of 
study to all young people, particularly those who are Americans." 
With no attempt to exalt Lee unduly, either as a man or as a 
general, with no tendency to belittle his opponents, the story of 
his life and achievements is told accurately, sympathetically, 
impartially. In this present critical period of American history, 
such a study as this, — simple, straightforward, sincere in its 
characterization of one of the greatest of American patriots, — is 
timely and helpful. Both in school and college it should do 
much toward developing and strengthening among our young 
people a fine spirit of patriotism free from sectionalism or 
jingoism and based not on power but on righteousness, justice, 
humanity. 

Every-Day Words and Their Uses. A Guide to Good Diction. By 
Robert Palfrey Utter. New York : Harper and Brothers. $ 1.25 net. 

This book is divided into three parts, the first part (15 pages) 
being devoted to a statement of Guiding Principles in the Use 
of Words ; the second (225 pages) containing an alphabetical list 
of words and expressions to which one may refer as to a diction- 
ary; and the third (27 pages) furnishing a Glossary of Gram- 
matical and Other Terms Used. The author "explains the 
meaning and use of a thousand or more every-day words and 
expressions which are frequently misused or misunderstood." 
He seeks to "give exactly the information most wanted, and to 
present it in compact, accessible form, without pedantry, for- 
mality, or technicality." In preparing the book he has been 
"guided by the belief that the ways of our speech are formed by 
the users of it ; that grammarians and dictionary-makers are not 
kings in the realm, but merely recording secretaries." In spite 
of such an explicit and fearless declaration of independence, the 
author at times exhibits a dogmatism which shows either that 
his field of observation has not been wide enough or that he is 



